
A Child’s Speech and Language Development 

Children use speech and language to 
communicate and gain information. The 
ability to communicate and understand 
is a gradual process that starts in infancy. 
In most cases, children learn most of their 
native language by age six. What an amazing 
accomplishment!

A speech and language evaluation assesses 
many skills. During the evaluation, a Speech-
Language Pathologist looks and listens to the 
way your child does many tasks.

We test your child’s ability to:
• Understand and use different words
• Use language to communicate
• Use correct grammar 
• Produce speech sounds

We also test:
• Physical ability to produce speech sounds
• Vocal quality
• Flow of speech (fluency)

Speech and Language 
Developmental  

Milestones

W14506

If you suspect that your child has a speech or 
language delay and would like to schedule an 
evaluation, please call (614) 722-2200, or a 

signed physician prescription for services can 
be faxed directly to the scheduler at  

 (614) 722-4000. All other speech related 
materials should be faxed to (614) 722-6746.

Speech and Language Pathology has clinics on 
the main campus of Nationwide Children’s 

Hospital, as well as at other locations in 
Central Ohio.

Visit www.NationwideChildrens.org/  
Maps-and-Directions

www.NationwideChildrens.org/  
Speech-and-Language-Pathology
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