
 
 
 
 
 

2nd International Symposium on Velopharyngeal Dysfunction 
September 14-15, 2018  

The Grand Event Center, Columbus, OH  
  

Friday, September 14 
 

 
8:00 – 8:30 AM  Registration/Continental Breakfast 
 
8:30 – 8:45 AM   Welcome & Opening Remarks 

     Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP 
 
8:45 – 9:30 AM  Keynote Address, “What Did You Say? A Personal Journey to Overcome  

     Speech Obstacles and Achieve Success” 
     Hugh Gillard 

 
9:30 – 10:00 AM  Reflections on Lay vs Professional Judgments of Speech Outcome   

    in Cleft Palate/VPD  
   Peter Witt, MD 

 
10:00 – 10:30 AM  Quality of Life in Children and Adults with VPD: Panel 
    Hugh Gillard, Sara Kinter, MA, CCC-CLP, Greg Pearson, MD & Peter Witt, MD 
 
10:30 – 10:50 AM   BREAK & Visit Posters 
 
10:50 – 11:15 AM  Multisite Speech Outcomes Reporting: Challenges and Strategies 
    Kathy Chapman, PhD, CCC-SLP 

 
11:15 – 11:45 AM   Interactive Cases: Current Trends in VPD Management  

Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP & Richard Kirschner, MD  
 
11:45 AM - 12:15 PM State of the Art in Evaluation of VPD Outcomes: Development of a   

    Core Outcome Set 
     David Orr, MD 

 
12:15 – 1:15 PM  LUNCH & Visit Posters 
 
1:15 – 2:00 PM   Breakout Sessions I (Choose one) 

1. VPD Outcomes Working Group A: Surgical/Nursing Session  
David Orr, MD 

2. Speech Therapy for Children with Cleft Palate/VPD  
Kathy Chapman, PhD, CCC-SLP & Katie Garcia, MA, CCC-SLP 

3. Instrumental and Imaging Assessment of VP Function  
Caitlin Cummings, MA, CCC-SLP & David Zajac, PhD, CCC-SLP,  
Sara Kinter MA, CCC-CLP 

 
2:15 – 3:00 PM   Breakout Sessions II (Choose one) 

1. Team Care and Care Coordination for Children with VPD  
Courtney Hall, MS, CNP & Amanda Smith, BSN, RN, CPN 

2. VPD Outcomes Working Group B: SLP Session  
David Orr, MD 

3. VPD Surgical Techniques: Video-based Technical Session  
Richard Kirschner, MD, Kathy Sie, MD, Brian Sommerlad, MD & Peter Witt, MD  



 
 
 
3:00 – 3:20 PM    BREAK & Visit Posters 
 
3:20 – 4:15 PM     Platform Papers 

3:20 – 3:30 PM     Prosthetic Management of Velopharyngeal Dysfunction 
      Kaylee Paulsgrove, MS CCC-SLP 

 
3:30 – 3:40 PM     A study on dynamic changes of velopharyngeal function after  

      posterior pharyngeal flap surgery-a prospective study based on  
      long-term follow-up with nasopharyngoscopy 
      Wancong Zhang, Shijie Tang, Sitian Xie 

 
3:40 – 3:50 PM     Innovations in MRI and future clinical application for velopharyngeal  

      assessment 
      Jamie Perry & Katelyn Kotlarek 

 
3:40 – 4:00 PM     Perceived velopharyngeal closure for speech in 5-6 year old children  

      with repaired cleft palate 
      Kelly Cordero, PhD, CCC-SLP; Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP; Angela Dixon,  
      MA, CCC-SLP; Kristina Wilson, PhD, CCC-SLP; Cindy Dobbelsteyn, MSc, S- 
      LP(C); Judith Trost- Cardamone, PhD, CCC-SLP; Kathy Chapman,  PhD, CCC- 
      SLP 

 
4:00 – 4:15 PM     Q&A 

 
4:15 – 5:00 PM  Strategies for Optimized VPD Imaging - Role of SLP, Surgeon, Radiologist,  

     and Child Life 
     Ben Thompson, MD, Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP, Megan Francis & Greg  

     Pearson, MD 
 

5:00 – 6:00 PM    Reception  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 

2nd International Symposium on Velopharyngeal Dysfunction 
September 14-15, 2018  

The Grand Event Center, Columbus, OH  
 

Saturday, September 15 
 

 
8:00 – 8:30 AM  Registration/Continental Breakfast 
 
8:30 – 9:15 AM   Keynote Address, “Solving the Problem of Failed Palate Repair in   

    Developing Countries” 
     Brian Sommerlad, MD 

 
9:15 – 10:20 AM  Surgical Management of VPD Around the World: Panel    

     Toko Hayakawa, PhD, Richard Kirschner, MD, Angie Morillas, MD, Kelly Nett 
Cordero, PhD, CCC-SLP, Chelsea Sommer, MS, CCC-SLP, Brian Sommerlad, MD & 
Peter Witt, MD 

 
10:20 – 10:40 AM   BREAK & Visit Posters 
 
10:40 – 11:10 AM Conversion Furlow Palatoplasty: A Viable Option to Treat VPD 

Kathy Sie, MD  
 
11:10 – 11:40 AM  Early Indicators of Velopharyngeal Closure in Infants and Toddlers  

     with Cleft Palate 
     David Zajac, PhD, CCC-SLP  

 
11:40 AM - 12:00 PM Airway Considerations in VPD Management 

     Mark Splaingard, MD 
 
12:00 – 12:25 PM  Platform Papers 

12:00 – 12:10 PM     Predictors of Speech and Surgical Outcomes Following Conversion  
      Furlow Palatoplasty 
      Gregory D. Pearson, MD; Ani Danelz, MS;  Angie Morillas, MD; Meghan O'Brien,  
      MPH; Ann Salvator, MS;Katie Garcia, MS; Caitlyn Cummings, MS; Richard E.  
      Kirschner, MD; Adriane Baylis, PhD 

 
12:10 – 12:20 PM     Clinical Management of VPD in Sri Lanka: a Perspective from a  

      Developing Country 
      Dakshika W. Bandaranayake, Parakrama Wijekoon, Chamila Herath 
 

12:20 – 12:25 PM     Q&A 
 

12:25 – 1:15 PM  LUNCH & Visit Posters 
 
1:15 – 2:00 PM  Surgical Management of VPD in 22q: Challenging Cases Panel 

     Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP, Sara Kinter, MA, CCC-CLP, Richard Kirschner, MD &  

     Kathy Sie, MD  
 
2:00 – 2:30 PM  Patient/Parent Presentation 
     Danielle Macklin 

 



 
 
2:30 – 3:15 PM   Breakout Session (Choose one) 

1. Failed VPD Surgery and Revision Techniques Technical Session  
Richard Kirschner, MD, Greg Pearson, MD & Brian Sommerlad, MD 

2. Speech Therapy for Children with 22q11.2 Deletion Syndrome  
Katie Garcia, MA, CCC-SLP & Sara Kinter, MA, CCC-CLP 

3. Cross-linguistic Speech Evaluation and Therapy for Non-English 
Speakers with VPD  
Kelly Nett Cordero, PhD, CCC-SLP, Caitlin Cummings, MA, CCC-SLP & Chelsea 

Sommer, MS, CCC-SLP 

 
3:15 – 3:30 PM    BREAK & Visit Posters 
 
3:30 – 4:15 PM  Platform Papers 

3:30 – 3:40 PM     Surgical Outcome after Individual Objective Assessment and  
      Treatment Decision of VPI: Velopharyngoplasty vs Levatorplasty 
      R. Sader, A. Daffner; K. Eichler, Y. Zaretsky, C. 

 
3:40 – 3:50 PM     Differences in Craniofacial Morphology between Platybasic and  

      Non-Platybasic Patients with Velopharyngeal Dysfunction 
      Ariela Nachmani,Dror Aizenbud ,Omri Emodi, Firas Kassem 

 
3:50 – 4:00 PM     Comparison of Clinical Outcome of Two Pharyngeal Flap Surgery  

      Approaches 
      Shiva Rangwani, Adriane Baylis, Ibrahim Khansa, Gregory Pearson 

 
4:00 – 4:10 PM     Speech Outcomes after Revision Speech Surgery for Refractory  

      Velopharyngeal Dysfunction 
      Brian Kellogg MD, Meghan O'Brien MPH, Gregory Pearson MD, Adriane Baylis  
      PhD, Richard Kirschner MD 

 
4:10 – 4:15 PM     Q&A 

 
4:15 – 4:30 PM     VPD Surgical Outcomes Collaborative: Future Directions 

     David Orr, MD 

 
4:30 – 5:00 PM     Interactive Case Discussions: Revisiting Trends in Management 
     Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP & Richard Kirschner, MD 
 
5:00 PM    Closing Remarks & Adjourn 
    Richard Kirschner, MD 


