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VITAL SIGNS 

Hazards: Injuries From Falling Furniture Are Rising  
 
By ERIC NAGOURNEY 
Published: May 4, 2009  

Injuries involving overturned televisions, shelves and other 

household items are on the rise, raising questions about whether 

enough is being done to make them safer, researchers said Monday.  

After looking at information about 

furniture tip-over injuries for an 18-

year period, the researchers said they 

had found a 40 percent increase. On 

average, they said, more than 14,000 

Americans a year are injured. 

The researchers, at the Center for Injury Research and 

Policy at Nationwide Children’s Hospital in Columbus, Ohio, looked at injuries involving 

12 types of furniture, including desks, dressers and cabinets. The study appears in the 

journal Clinical Pediatrics. 

Most of the injuries were to children 6 and younger, and the most common involved 

televisions, which are sometimes placed on furniture not intended to hold them.  

In many cases, children pulled furniture onto themselves, perhaps when they were 

reaching for something. In other injuries, the furniture fell because children bumped into 

it or were climbing it. 

Many of the injuries could have been prevented with simple steps like strapping TVs to 

their stands and bracketing shelves and dressers to the wall. Parents should also avoid 

putting things that a child might want on top of furniture, the study said. 

Search Health 3,000+ Topics

  

Related 
More Vital Signs Columns 

Web Link 
Injuries From Furniture Tip-overs 
Among Children and Adolescents 
in the United States, 1990-2007 
(Clinical Pediatrics)  

Next Article in Health (9 of 47) »A version of this article appeared in print on May 5, 2009, on page D6 
of the New York edition.

 

Past Coverage 
Ivan Luini, 46, and Sergio Savarese, 48, Forces in Modern Furniture, Die in a Plane Crash (September 18, 
2006) 
VITAL SIGNS: AT RISK; For Babies, Perils in Big Beds (October 7, 2003) 
After Deaths, Childproofing (February 28, 2002) 
COMPANY NEWS; FURNITURE MAKER FINED FOR NOT REPORTING DEATHS (July 7, 2001) 

Click here to enjoy the convenience of home delivery of The 
Times for less than $1 a day.  

Clearing Up Flu Confusion 
May 4, 2009 

The Beauty of Chicken Cutlets 
May 4, 2009 

Earlier Puberty in European Girls 
May 4, 2009 

Catching Flu From Money 
May 1, 2009 

A Doctor Remembers TV's County General 
May 1, 2009 

Breaking News Alerts by E-Mail
 

Sign up to be notified when important news breaks.  

       
Privacy Policy 

Advertise on NYTimes.com

Health & Fitness Tools 
BMI Calculator 
What's your score? » 
Calorie Calculator for Goal Weight 
What's your limit? » 

What you need to 
know about diabetes 
LEARN MORE » 

MOST POPULAR - HEALTH 

  No, thanksGet StartedWelcome to TimesPeople 
What’s this? TimesPeople Lets You Share and Discover the Best of NY... 7:44 AM

Page 1 of 2Vital Signs - Hazards - Injuries From Falling Furniture Are Rising - NYTimes.com

5/5/2009http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/05/health/05haza.html?_r=1




