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  New Main Hospital, Site Park, and Underground          
Garage Construction Progress Update #26 

 
Date:  January 3, 2011 
 
From:  Gary Claar 
  Engineering Services 
  355-1660 
  Gary.Claar@NationwideChildrens.org 
 
Welcome to the New Year.  We have come a long way this past year in the construction of the 
new main hospital, new underground visitor’s garage, and site park on our campus.  I have 
compiled a number of photos in this month’s update to show what things looked like a year 
ago compared to where we are today.  In less than a year from now (October actually), the 4th 
and 5th floors will be turned over to the hospital for early occupancy so that we can install all 
the medical equipment, furniture, etc. on those two floors and “go live” in that area of the 
building next January. 
 
A year ago, the two tower cranes still flanked the building and could be seen from a distance 
on the horizon as you drove towards NCH.  Also, the new visitor’s underground garage had 
not been started as the contractors were just being selected for that part of the construction 
project.  The new Research III Building was still being designed and bid by contractors with 
plans of beginning excavation for that building in April.  Now, that building’s concrete frame 
and floors are nearly complete.  So, as you peruse the photos, this will remind you of how far 
you can go in one year when it comes to construction. 
 
Currently on the 2nd floor, some of the interior finishes are already being installed.  In some 
areas on the west end of that floor, carpet has been laid, some of the wood doors hung, and a 
small portion of wall cabinets are being placed in select areas.  The suspended ceiling grid is 
also being installed along with some of the final light fixtures.  As the contractor’s work in 
those more completed areas of that floor, precautions and protection methods will be used so 
that the finished floors, walls, doors, ceilings, and lights do not get damaged.  Once a floor is 
completed, limited access will be given to minimize the amount of effort needed for the final 
cleaning.  The 4th and 5th floors are not too far behind where the 2nd floor is today.  So, that 
area will get finished out over the next 6 months or so in anticipation of it being completed in 
October. 
 
Some of the terrazzo flooring in the lower level cafeteria area is now being poured and 
troweled into place as grinders are being used to polish other area recently poured.  This 
flooring, when finished, will feature creative shapes of leaf bursts, curves, and colors which 
will be a part of our new way finding initiative to help patients, visitors, and employees get to 
their destination.  I watched today as the “mixer guy” carefully loaded the mixer with all the 
various buckets of material which make up the “special recipe” terrazzo mix specified by our 
interior designer.  It was interesting to note that it is always good to not interrupt the “mixer 
guy” so that he can consistently make up the right batch of terrazzo (I asked him a quick 
question and was reminded to ask later!).  Like most people in any field, you have to remain 
focused to provide a quality product or procedure to those you are serving.  
 
If you have any questions about the progress of the construction, please let me know and I’ll 
be happy to answer your question. 
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·  Aerial views of the construction from January, 2010 and January, 2011 (we’ve come 
along way in one year).  Photos provided by Turner Smoot Construction. 
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·  Aerial views looking south.  (Photos provided by Turner Smoot Construction) 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 4 

·  Views of the 4th & 5th floor connecting bridge (left photo from a year ago)  Today’s 
photo on the right was rather blue for a winter day. 

 

                 
 

·  View of the building in January, 2010 from the L Garage. 
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·  View from the L Garage today. 
  

 
 

·  Views of the south-east corner of the building.  
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·  Interior views of the 12th floor. 
 

      
 
 

·  Current views of the 2nd floor area where some flooring is installed, paint installed, 
windows between patient rooms are in place, and ceilings are being installed.  
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·  Terrazzo flooring being installed and troweled into place in the lower level cafeteria. 
 

 
 
 

·  Some of the terrazzo accent leaf bursts installed (before a grinder is used) 
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·  Contractor taking the first pass at grinding the terrazzo floor in the cafeteria. 

 

 
 
 

·  Kitchen hoods installed in the new kitchen area. 
 

 


