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  New Main Hospital, Site Park, and Underground          
Garage Construction Progress Update #24 

 
Date:  November 1, 2010 
 
From:  Gary Claar 
  Engineering Services 
  355-1660 
  Gary.Claar@NationwideChildrens.org 
 
If you enter the C Lobby on your way to work each day, you have probably noticed the 
changes underway at that location.  The taller construction fence is now gone (replaced by a 
shorter orange flexible fence) and the area is now opened up to the view of the newer entry.  
The exterior skin (glass and metal panels) of the vestibule is getting installed along with new 
concrete sidewalks and planting areas.  If you look closely, a particular type of concrete 
sidewalk is being poured which will be similar to that planned for the remainder of the new site 
around the new main hospital.  A special aggregate (stone) has been embedded into the 
concrete sidewalks to provide a finish that enhances the aesthetic cues of the new building 
design.  If everything goes as planned, the entry vestibule will be opened back up right after 
Thanksgiving.  Once the new entry is ready for use, then pedestrian traffic will use the new 
vestibule while the next phase of construction continues with the connecting corridor from the 
C Building to the new main hospital building. 
 
The Underground Garage construction has been continuing nicely.  The concrete slab pour on 
the lowest level is planned very soon.  It is expected that all of the remaining concrete walls, 
floors, and the structural concrete lid on the garage will be completed by the end of the year 
(before we face winter’s storms).  Then, the contractors will focus on all the interior systems 
that need to be incorporated into an underground garage.  You may not know this but special 
intake and exhaust fans will operate on a regular basis each day so that the building will have 
fresh air 24/7 each day of the year.  Also, the garage will have what we call a “dry pipe” 
sprinkler system.  That means that water will not be in the sprinkler system until and if the 
system is needed to react to any fire condition.  Water will not be in the system so that if will 
not freeze during the cold months of the year.  Another item of interest that will be in the 
garage will be LED lighting in lieu of conventional lighting that you normally see in a garage.  
LED lights will gives us a nicer brighter facility and most importantly it will save energy and 
thus reduce operating costs.  It’s the green thing to do. 
 
The two main stair tower enclosures and the remaining portion of the aluminum and glass 
curtain wall system along the front façade of the 12 story building should be completed by the 
end of the year.  Roofers continue to install material at different locations on the building as 
winter approaches.  But, as mentioned in previous updates, the building will be essentially 
weathered in very soon.  The canopy for the new emergency vehicle drop off along the north 
façade is well under way.  The new pedestrian canopy entrance to the Emergency 
Department will be started this month as well.  On the interior, work continues in various levels 
of completeness throughout the building.  Painting and ceiling grid are now being installed on 
the second floor as heat will be getting pumped throughout the first six floors from our Central 
Energy Plant’s steam and hot water systems. 
 
If you have any questions about the progress of the construction, please let me know and I’ll 
try to answer your question. 
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·  Recent aerial photo of Nationwide Children's Hospital campus.  
 

 
 
 
 

·  A few progress photos of our new C Lobby entrance.  In the lower two photos, special 
exposed aggregate sidewalks are being installed.  A concrete chemical surface 
retarder in the lower left photo is applied (off white color) on the poured concrete and 
later it is washed off to expose the final finish. 
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·  The last of the lowest level concrete will be poured soon in the Underground Garage.  

All concrete for the garage is slated to be completed in December.  
 

 
 
        

·  View of the RB III construction site, City of Columbus road improvements work, and 
the Visitor’s Underground Garage (from the roof of the new replacement hospital). 
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·  Research Bldg. III construction (from the replacement hospital building).  The 3rd floor 
is poured now and parts of the 4th floor are getting prepped for the next concrete pour.  

 

 
       
     
          

·  Up on the roof, workers are now detailing out all the roof flashings (left photo).  Roof 
top equipment, like this exhaust fan, is typically supported on special curbs.  In the 
right photo, workers are on a scissors lift working on the “sail wall”… and yes they are 
secured w/ safety harnesses and ropes. 
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·  View of the new emergency department entry. (left photo).  In the right photo, wall on 
the 2nd floor are prime painted and ceiling grids are being installed… can you believe it! 

 

        
           
        

·  When Joint Commission visits our campus, sometimes they look above ceilings to 
make sure wall openings thru special rated walls are properly sealed.  In this photo, a 
special closer is installed at a smoke tight partition for Data lines to go through.  
Special rated walls in the building are going to be identified as well 
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·  Progress continues along a main corridor on the 2nd floor. 
 

 
 
 

·  Remember last April when the Honda Civic was lifted up in place on the 9th floor?  
Well, it is still there specially wrapped up in a container to protect it while construction 
continues.  And most important……..it is in the room where it will reside.  The 
contractors are always thinking ahead! 

 

 


