Dear Applicant,
We are pleased that you are considering Nationwide Children’s Hospital for a clinical experience. We enjoy
having students within our department and work closely with students to ensure the highest quality of
learning opportunities. We typically have no more than 3 positions for students per term; these positions are
divided between both practicum and internship level depending on preceptor availability and applicant pool.
We offer two different student experiences as follows:

Practicum- An introductory experience designed to familiarize the student with the hospital environment
and the child life profession, and to gain experience working with hospitalized children. A minimum of 10
weeks in length and requires a time commitment of 12-16 hours/week. Students are supervised by 2 child
specialists as preceptors and follow a curriculum of assignments and experiences that exposes them to a variety
of areas and populations. Students that complete a practicum here are not considered for future internships;
this is to encourage students to get a well balanced clinical experience.
Requirements:
 major in child life, child development, or related field
 successfully completed at least 4 courses in their major
 prior experience working with children in a group setting
 if accepted student must have the ability to establish a consistent schedule of 12-16 hours per week that
includes weekday times from 10am-4:30pm
Internship- An advanced experience that focuses on further development of skills in the areas of
assessment, planning and implementing and evaluating interventions, documentation, and working as a
member of the healthcare team. Internship students take on increased responsibilities including completing
projects, case discussions, and independently providing child life interventions. It is expected that interns will
be able to function as an entry level child life professional by the end of the internship experience. This
experience is 14 weeks in length and requires a time commitment of at least 40 hours/week. Some evening and
weekend shifts are required. Students are supervised by 2 child specialists as preceptors and follow a
curriculum of assignments and experiences that exposes them to a variety of areas and populations.
Requirements:
 senior level student majoring in child life, child development, or recent graduate
 successful completion of a minimum of 8 courses in their major
 experience working with children in a health care setting such as through volunteering. Applicants with
experience gained through a structured child life practicum are typically more prepared for the level of
work required in this internship program and therefore will be given priority as a candidate.
Application Process Complete an application (Child Life Common Application) and required addendum materials (available
on-line at http://www.nationwidechildrens.org/child-life-specialists
 Please note that we typically receive a large number of applications for student experiences and are unable
to provide interviews for all applicants. Applications are reviewed in the order in which they are received.
On-site interviews are offered to applicants that demonstrate they are most prepared for the high level
experiences that are provided
 Applications will be reviewed in the order in which they are received. The final deadlines for applications
are as follows all materials are to be submitted together and received by the date below:

Application Due

Fall Term

Winter/Spring Term

Summer Term

May 5

September 5

January 5

What to expect Acknowledgement of receipt of application is sent to applicants via email.
 Applications are reviewed by child life specialists on the student committee and prioritized for interview
offers.
 Applicants are contacted by email or phone with an interview offer or declined.
 Candidates are interviewed by 2-3 child life staff from the student committee as well as preceptors.
 Number and type (practicum or internship) of clinical experience opportunities per term vary and are
determined by preceptor availability, and other departmental needs.
 Offers for clinical experience are made to strongest candidates.
For those that are offered student experiences Students are processed through the Nationwide Children's Hospital volunteer program. Therefore
students are required to attend a 3 hour general orientation class prior to the first day of their student
experience.
 No compensation or stipends are provided to students.
 Students are responsible for making their own housing arrangements.
 An educational affiliation agreement between Nationwide Children’s and your university is required.
Nationwide Children’s Hospital has educational affiliations with most major universities in Ohio. If an
educational agreement is needed, you will be required to complete the proper paperwork necessary.
 Students are required to be up-to-date on all vaccinations or sign a vaccination waiver agreement.
 Students must follow department uniform standards and wear light yellow or light blue shirts and navy,
khaki, or black pants, scrub pants, or appropriate length skirts.
 Students that complete a practicum level experience at Nationwide Children's Hospital will NOT be
considered for an internship level experience.
If you haven’t already done so, it is suggested that you contact the Child Life Council (11820 Parklawn Drive,
Suite 202, Rockville, MD 20852; 301-881-7090; or www.childlife.org) for information regarding student
preparation for the profession. Students may become members of the Child Life Council at reduced rates.
If you have any questions regarding our student opportunities, please feel free to contact the Family and
Volunteer Services Department.
Family and Volunteer Services
Nationwide Children's Hospital
700 Children’s Drive
Columbus, OH 43205
Phone: 614-722-3635
Fax: 614-722-3641
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