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  New Main Hospital, Site Park, and Underground          
Garage Construction Progress Update #20 

 
Date:  July 1, 2010 
 
From:  Gary Claar 
  Engineering Services 
  355-1660 
  Gary.Claar@NationwideChildrens.org 
 
Our medical campus is fully engaged into construction now, along with the City of Columbus’ 
work starting on the road improvements to Livingston Avenue and Parsons Avenue.  All of 
these projects (new replacement hospital, underground garage, Research III building, site 
improvements, and the City of Columbus road project) will be completed in or around 2012.  
That’s a lot of activity!  The upcoming Bicentennial celebration in 2012 for the City of 
Columbus will witness substantial changes to the neighborhood and Nationwide Children's 
Hospital medical campus.  So, the next two years will be challenging but definitely worth the 
extra effort and investment the hospital is putting forth to continue its nationally ranked level of 
patient care. 
 
The replacement hospital building continues along as contractors stage various activities from 
the top of the building  to the lower level.  The 5th floor is now seeing HVAC ducts, conduits, 
and piping being roughed in for preparation of metal studs to be installed soon.  The 1st, 2nd, 
and 4th floors have many of the interior walls in place (ready for drywall), HVAC ducts hung, 
conduits for all the wiring routed thru the areas, and plumbing &  medical gas piping carefully 
installed and tested for leaks.  The exterior façade is moving along as metal siding planned for 
the connecting bridge to the J Building is better that half way complete.  Within the next couple 
of months, substantial progress will be seen on the installation of the exterior metal siding and 
glass curtain wall planned for enclosures for the stair towers on each end of the building. 
 
The underground garage’s excavation phase is complete for the most part.  If you haven’t 
noticed, some of the first poured in place concrete walls have started.  Contractors have 
poured some of the first interior support columns as well.  These columns will support the 
floors and roof of the garage.  A tall crane is now within the footprint of the garage.  This crane 
will be used to lift wall form panels in place, set up the miles of reinforcing bars in the walls, 
and at times lift other heavy items planned for the garage.  The garage is staged to be 
constructed from east to west.  Half of the exterior walls should be poured within the next 
month if things go as planned.  One of the first major floor slab pours for the lowest level is 
planned for July 12th.  The pour will begin in the wee hours of the morning since it will take 
numerous concrete trucks to be staged to enter the site, place the concrete, and then leave to 
get another load of concrete.  The special concrete on the floors is called “micro silica” 
concrete which is formulated to withstand the road salts that typically drop onto the floors from 
cars in the winter.  That type of concrete will give us a longer lasting floor. 
 
The improvements to the C Lobby vestibule and connecting corridor to the new building are 
about to start.  Pedestrian access, etc. will be maintained.  More detailed information about 
this upcoming work will be shared soon so that all departments and employees are aware of 
the work planned. 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, feel free to contact me or Scott McClure by 
email or phone.   
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·  Aerial photos of the construction site (provided by Turner Smoot). 
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·  Aerial view of the underground garage construction (left photo) and view of the new 
research building from the top level of the new hospital (right photo). 

 

        
 
 
 
 

·  The parapet screen wall construction continues which will hide the roof mounted 
equipment (left photo).  Emergency Department roof is nearly complete (right photo). 
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·  View looking towards downtown from the 5th floor connector bridge (left photo).  The 
exterior metal siding on the 4th & 5th floor connector bridge being installed currently 
(right photo).  The 5th floor HVAC systems are being installed (lower photo). 
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·  Some of the first exterior concrete walls are poured now on the underground garage 
on the east end (upper photo).  View of metal wall forms being used and support 
columns recently poured for the garage (lower photo). 
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·  The space between the wood shoring and the new concrete walls will allow for water 
proofing and gravel backfill to be installed later (left photo).  Workers are “weaving” 
together the next panel of reinforcing bars to be lifted into place for the next wall 
section to be poured next week (right photo).  The reinforcing is laid out on the ground 
and then lifted by a crane to set in place before the wall form panels are set up for a 
concrete pour. 

 

    
 
 

·  A section of reinforcing grid is now ready for the form panels to be set up (left photo).  
South wall of the garage recently poured looking east (right photo). 

           

                 


