MOSAIC

Spring/Summer 2012

……………

EVERYTHING MATTERS!
US News and World Report Listing…………….…..2
Who’s Who ………………………………………..3
Appointments ……………………………………..4
CIRP International Faculty……………………..…. .5
Did You Know ………………………..……….… .6
Links ………………………………………………6
Grief International ……………………………….6
Stecker Scholar Awards …………………………..7
2012 Independent Scholars ………………………7
2012 Completed Visits …………………………....7
Youth International Fun Day ………………….......7

We are now the model for how pediatric care is
delivered. Other hospitals will learn from us. They
will study us. They will take what they learn back
to their own cities and towns. And children
everywhere will benefit from what we have
accomplished.

Greetings Scholars and Friends!
One year ago, a letter was sent out by Nationwide
Children’s CEO, Dr. Steve Allen describing the
upcoming changes about to take place here. He
called these changes ‘’…a defining moment for
Nationwide Children’s Hospital….. “
At that time, Dr. Allen was referring to our new
offsite Surgery Center and Orthopedics Center in
the community and the opening of our new main
hospital. In addition to the brick and mortar
changes, Dr. Allen spoke about creating a positive
patient experience and the promise we make to each
patient and family:
‘’Every detail. Every decision. Every aspect of the care we
provide for every child. From the child who comes to us with
pediatric cancer, congenital heart disease, or cystic fibrosis. To
the child who to us with a sprain, a broken bone, or a simple
fever. Everything matters to us. Because when it’s your child,
everything matters to you”.
The move was successfully completed after five
years of planning and construction. The new
hospital officially opened on June 20th after
‘’America’s largest pediatric expansion ever’’. It is the
country’s 4th largest pediatric and research center
with 552 beds total, an ER with 62 rooms and 1
million projected visits per year.

When you, as international visitors come to
Nationwide Children’s Hospital, we hope that you
will take back what we have shared and your
patients benefit as well. Just as we value and use
what we have learned from you.
Our new brand promise and theme line is a
constant reminder of the promise we make to our
patients and families: When your child needs a
hospital, everything matters. We’ve changed
our logo to butterflies. They reflect our
environment of hope and healing and our
commitment to providing outstanding care to the
children and families who turn to us.

And to get you there from here, we have a free app
that can help you
• Find information about our main
campus as well as off-site locations.
• Find a doctor or service
• Get need to know information
• Access Dr. Mike’s Pediacast
Go to:
http://www.nationwidechildrens.org/mobileapplications for more information.

Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Makes Honor
Roll List of U.S. News & World
Report’s 2012-13 Best Children’s
Hospitals
Nationwide Children’s Hospital has made U.S. News
& World Report’s Honor Roll list of the 2012-13 Best
Children’s Hospitals rankings. Ranking seventh on
this prestigious list, Nationwide Children’s is one of
only 12 children’s hospitals nationwide to earn this
“best of the best” national distinction. High
rankings in a minimum of three specialties qualified
Nationwide Children’s for the 2012-13 Best
Children’s Hospital Honor Roll. This is the seventh
straight year that Nationwide Children’s has been
recognized on this well-known national list.
In addition to the Honor Roll distinction,
Nationwide Children’s has once again ranked in all
10 specialties, including five specialties ranked in the
top 10. Nationwide Children’s rankings include:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

The new 12-story facility features family- centered
details such as edutainment, which
combines education, entertainment, inpatient
services and internet resources at the touch of a
bedside button. Other features include furniture
designed with the whole family in mind, an
expanded Level 1 pediatric trauma center, , and
enhanced security with ID scans, instant
background checks and key cards that automatically
deactivate.

#9 in Nephrology
#10 in Neurology and Neurosurgery
#11 in Urology
#12 in DiabetesandEndocrinology
#13 in Neonatology
#23 in Cancer
#36 in Orthopedics
The rankings feature 50 hospitals in each of 10
pediatric specialties. Eighty hospitals across the
country ranked in one or more specialties.
This year, U.S. News surveyed 178 pediatric centers
to obtain hard data such as availability of key
resources and ability to prevent complications and
infections. The hospital survey made up 75 percent
of the rankings. A separate reputational survey in
which 1,500 pediatric specialists—150 in each
specialty—were asked where they would send the
sickest children in their specialty made up the
remaining 25 percent.
The timing for this national recognition is most
appropriate for the opening of the new hospital.
“This significant external validation is a tribute to the
quality and dedication of our talented staff that
provide world-class care to our patients and families
every day,” said SteveAllen,MD, Nationwide
Children’s CEO. “They are at the heart of our
continued success and exemplify excellence at every
level.”

#5 in Cardiology and HeartSurgery
#5 in Gastroenterology
#6 in Pulmonary
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Spotlight on New Faces

The International Scholars Program
welcomes Dr. Benedict Nwomeh as the new
International Visiting Scholar Medical
Director. In this role Dr. Nwomeh will provide
medical guidance and direction for the
International Visiting Scholars with a focus on
those coming from developing countries. Over
the years, Dr. Nwomeh has hosted and mentored
many Stecker Scholars and has maintained contact
with them.
Benedict C. Nwomeh, MD, is the Director of
Surgical Education for Pediatric Surgery and
Surgical Director of the Center for Pediatric and
Adolescent Inflammatory Bowel Disease at
Nationwide Children’s Hospital and is an
Associate Professor of Clinical Surgery at The
Ohio State University College of Medicine. His
scholarly focus is in the area of surgical education
and he is the recipient of a 2004 Surgical
Education Fellowship of the Association of
Surgical Education.
The Ohio State University Department of
Diversity and Inclusion selected him for the 2012
Shining Star Award. The department is a network
of underrepresented residents and fellows at Ohio
State’s Wexner Medical center and Nationwide
Children’s Hospital. The network represents
minorities, disabled and GLBT groups, however
all residents and fellows may join. Sponsored by
the Department of Diversity and Inclusion. Dr.
Nwomeh has also been appointed to the Society

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Who’s Who in The International
Scholars Program
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of University Surgeons (SUS) Ethics and Conflict
of Interest Committee. Dr. Nwomeh began
serving a three-year term in July. The committee
identifies, evaluates and resolves any conflicts of
interest or potential conflicts as they relate to the
SUS.

Octavio Ramilo, MD
Dr. Ramilo recently became the International
Academic Collaboration Medical Director for
the International Scholars Program. He is also
the Henry G. Cramblett Chair in Infectious
Diseases and Professor of Pediatrics at the Ohio
State University College of Medicine and Chief of
Infectious Diseases at Nationwide Children’s
Hospital in Columbus, Ohio. He obtained his
medical degree from the Universidad
Complutense in Madrid, Spain. Professor Ramilo
completed his pediatric residency at the Hospital
“12 de Octubre” in Madrid and a subsequent
Pediatric Infectious Disease Fellowship at UT
Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, Texas.
Dr. Ramilo has been involved in translational and
clinical research related to the role of the host
immune response in pathogenesis of infectious
diseases for over 20 years. His current research is
focused on pathogenesis and treatment of
respiratory infections, especially RSV, and the
application of genomics technologies for
improving diagnosis and understanding of host
responses to infectious agents.
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The Program’s objective is to provide residents
who have an interest in global health the
opportunity to earn a certificate by completing 7
components. One of the components is pairing
the residents with a Stecker Scholar buddy for at
least 3 meetings. This is an opportunity for both
the scholar and the resident to share information
about practices and cultures.

Appointments
Gail E. Besner, MD, has been appointed chief of the
Division of Pediatric Surgery at The Ohio State
University and Nationwide Children’s Hospital.
Dr. Besner is currently program director of the
Fellowship in Pediatric Surgery and co-director of the
Burn Program, director of the Fellowship in Pediatric
Surgery at Nationwide Children’s Hospital as well as a
member of the Center for Perinatal Research in The
Research Institute at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. In
addition, she is a professor of surgery and pediatrics at

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Nicole F. O’Brien, MD is the Global Health
Certificate (GHC) Program Director. She
provides leadership and direction for this new
program which began this past June. Dr. O’Brien
is Associate Professor Clinical Medicine at the
Ohio State University and Nationwide Children’s
Hospital. Dr. O’Brien brings years of international
experience to the position. She has worked with
the LCMS World Missions, Lutheran World
Relief and Doctors of the World treating patients
in Cote d’Ivoire and Papua New Guinea and
spent several years evaluating survivors of torture
seeking political asylum. She and her team will
work closely with the ISP, GME and Legal
Services staff.
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The Ohio State University College of Medicine.

Dr. Christopher Breuer Dr. Toshiharu Sinoka and
their Tissue Engineering team have agreed to join
the faculty of Nationwide Children’s Hospital and
The Ohio State University College of Medicine. Dr.
Breuer and his team have created and built a
program in cardiovascular tissue engineering that
could change the face of children’s surgery. They
will conduct this work at Nationwide Children’s
Hospital.
Click on these links to read about their work:
http://www.nationwidechildrens.org/medicalprofessional-publications/featured-physiciansbreuer-andshinoka?contentld=108863&orgld=5494
Dr. Breuer and Dr. Sinoka will serve NCH as the
Co-Directors of our new Tissue Engineering
Program that is a crucial component of our strategic
initiative for NCH Surgery.
Effective July 9, 2012, Dr. Garey Noritz, M.D.
became the newly appointed Medical Director of
the Comprehensive Complex Health Care Service
(CCHCS) which includes the Cerebral Palsy
Program.
The Complex Health Care Program provides a
medical home for children and adults with
complex medical care needs and
neurodevelopmental disabilities. This “wraparound” service provides a family-centered
approach to the care of the child and family. Dr.
Noritz will also be Medical Director for the
cerebral palsy program – which is an
interdisciplinary comprehensive program designed
to coordinate and manage the medical and social
needs of patients with cerebral palsy and their
families.
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The Center for Injury Research and Policy (CIRP)
of The Research Institute at Nationwide
Children’s Hospital has invited selected scientists
outside the United States whose work is primarily
concerned with injury control and prevention to
become international affiliate faculty.
These appointments will expand the international
program at CIRP, which hosts speakers, trains
scholars and establishes collaborative agreements
with international institutions. International
cooperation in injury research and prevention is
integral to CIRP's goal of globally reducing injuryrelated pediatric death and disability. Appointing
international affiliate faculty is one way CIRP
seeks to promote such cooperation.
Below are the international scientists that have
been appointed as affiliate faculty:

Sakda Arj-Ong, MD, MS, MA
Dr. Arj-Ong is a pediatric emergency medicine
physician in the Department of Emergency
Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital, Mahidol
University, in Bangkok, Thailand. He is deputy
medical director of the Medical Care Facility
Services Unit in Somdech Phra Debaratana
Medical Center in Bangkok. He is also a member
of the Child Safety Promotion and Injury
Prevention Research Center in the Department of
Pediatrics, and is Assistant Dean, Faculty of
Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital. Dr. Arj-Ong is
a prolific researcher and collaborates closely with
the Ministry of Public Health of Thailand. His

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

International Affiliate
Faculty
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research interests include pediatric emergency
medicine, medical informatics, and child injury
epidemiology and prevention. He is also a 2009
Stecker Scholarship Award Recipient.

Leilei Duan, MD, MS
Dr. Duan is the director of the Division of Injury
Prevention at the National Center for Chronic
Disease Control and Prevention, Chinese Center
for Disease Control and Prevention (China CDC).

Patricia Escalante-Galindo, MD, MS
Dr. Escalante Galindo is director of the Poison
Control Center (Centro Toxicológico) at Hospital
Juárez de México in Mexico City, Mexico.

Guoguin Hu, PhD
Dr. Hu is Associate Professor in the Department
of Epidemiology and Health Statistics at Central
South University in Changsha, China

Adisak Plitponkarnpim, MD, MPH
In 1998, Dr. Plitponkarnpim became the first
Stecker Scholar from Thailand. He is currently an
Associate Professor of Pediatrics in the Faculty of
Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital, Mahidol
University, in Bangkok, Thailand. He is director
of the Child Safety Promotion and Injury
Prevention Research Center in the Department of
Pediatrics, and is Assistant Dean, Faculty of
Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital.
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Dr. Saadat is an Assistant Professor in the Sina
Trauma Research Center, Tehran University of
Medical Sciences in Tehran, Iran.

Limin Wang, MD
Dr. Wang is director of the Division of Disease
Surveillance National Center for Chronic Disease
Control and Prevention Chinese Center for
Disease Control and Prevention (China CDC).

Zengzhan Wang, MD
A professor in the Department of Epidemiology
and Health Statistics at Tongji Medical College,
Dr. Wang, has research interests in agricultural
injuries and drug abuse interventions among
Chinese adolescents.

Hongyan Yao, PhD
Dr. Yao is Deputy Director of the Office of
Epidemiology at the Chinese Center for Disease
Control and Prevention.
Xujun Zhang, PhD Dr. Zhang is President of
The Southeast University Injury Prevention
Research Institute at Southeast University,
focuses on road traffic injuries and pesticidepoisonings among Chinese farmers.

Did You Know…..?
The Community Celebration held on June 10th
was attended by 4,000 community
members……….The NCH Foundation Gala
raised 3.8 million dollars and brought in an
additional 3 million dollars. During the Gala, the
Every Wish Matters video was played. It can be
seen at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRINBcy12
Yo ……………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Soheil Saadat, MD, MPH, PhD

The new trauma center is only 264 seconds from
the heated, enlarged helipad………………
The Hospital Dedication Ceremony held on
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June 11th was attended by about 1,000
people…….Phase IV of the Patient Move is
scheduled for September 2012, and includes the
Pulmonary and Step-down PICU units. Phase V
will take place in December 2012 and will move
the NICU and Infectious Disease
units…………..In a recent survey by the
International Scholars Program, NCH Section
Chiefs responded to the question: “How many
scholars is your department willing to host per year?” The
average answer was two. What does this mean for
applicants? It means that with fewer slots
available some specialties, the bar has been raised.
It means that competition for scholarships has
moved to a new level leaving room only for the
‘best of the best’. If this describes you, let it be
reflected in your application.

Greif International
The Greif International Fellowship brings
international physicians to NCH for one year of
subspecialty clinical training in programs
approved by the Graduate Medical Education
Committee. Applications are accepted only from
the NCH program director. Travel expenses and
stipend are paid. Fellows must return to their
country for a minimum of two years.
Greif has expanded its highest priority countries a
bit. They now are:
• Brazil
• China
• Russia
• South Africa
• Turkey
• Romania
• Haiti
Visit www.nationwidechildrens.org/internationalscholars-program to apply.

Links of Interest
MedStat
http://www.nationwidechildrens.org/medstat
Research Now
http://www.nationwidechildrens.org/researchnow
Surgery Today
http://surgery.osu.edu/about/surgerytodaynewsl
etter/index.cfm
www.opencoursework.
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SteckerScholarship Awards2012-2013
Sinem Agkul, MD
Michael Buczynski, MD
Mikalai Halabarodska, MD
Arbab Ali Junejo , MD
N. Munianjanappa, MD
Dongal Singh, MD
Sneha Varkki, MD
Guohwa Fan, RN

Turkey
Poland
Belarus
Pakistan
India
Nepal
India
China

Incoming IndependentlyFunded
Scholars
Sura Al-Rawabdeh, MD
Mei Zhu, MD
Ines Solis, MD (Rotary)

Jordan
China
Spain

2012CompletedScholarVisits
Dennis Villanueva, MD
Luciana Martins, MD
Ricardo Martins, MD
Zeliha Ural, MD
Rasha Salama
John Ramirez Cuentas, MD
Eleonora Bunsow, MD
Janice Barkey, MD
Chantal Shouldice, RN
Ji Zhang, MD
Haijuan Huang, MD
Xiangin Pan, MD
Yang Yang, MD
Raghavendra Pilappa, MD

Youth International Fun Day
The International Scholars Program recently
hosted the 5th grade students from Livingston
Elementary School for a morning of fun-based
learning. On arrival, the 50+ students were
handed passports and riddles. The riddles

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

www.projecthope.org
www.coursera.org
www.cwconsortium.org
www.opentextbook.org
http://www.nationwidechildrens.org/mobileapplications
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contained clues to where each individual would
begin a journey around the globe. Countries from
each continent were represented. Current scholars
from Brazil, the Netherlands, Philippines and
Turkey , and employees from China, Germany,
Ghana, Jamaica, Nigeria and the US provided
games and snacks from their respective
homelands.
The students had to correctly complete each
country’s challenge before receiving a passport
stamp allowing them to proceed to the next
country. Using puzzles, games and mathematical
skills, they were able to travel around the world.
Along the way they encountered detours and
roadblocks which included physical challenges
like Boot Camp.The first three students to arrive
at the finish line received prizes. During lunch,
other staff and community members stopped by
to make short, funny presentations in other
languages. The children tried to guess what was
being said to them and came up with some very
interesting scenarios. We all had a great time. In
the end, the adults were exhausted and the kids
were ready for more.
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